No EU financing to CERST – Consequences and follow-up
Internal ESTIF paper discussing the fact that no EU financing will be allocated to the proposed CERST project from the EIE 2003 Call - consequences and possible follow-up action.

ESTIF applied in the EIE 2003 Call
 for a project: “Coordinated European Requirements for Solar Thermal products, CERST”. The main tasks were:

· Coordinated revision of European Standards, Solar Keymark scheme rules and national requirements

· Coordinated national implementations of the directive on energy performance of buildings with respect to solar thermal

· Promotion of Solar Keymark to the European industry

Total budget: 2.7 mill €, requested EU contribution: 1.3 mill €.

A short description of the proposal is given in the “CERST brochure” at:

http://www.estif.org/solarkeymark/cerst/CERST-folder.pdf. 
CERST was not on the list of proposals recommended for EU/EIE financing. We do not know why before we have the evaluation report - this report is expected in the beginning of September. The only additional information I have (from the Danish Energy Agency) is that the CERST “score” was 33 - and to be on the list a score of 36 was required. 

CERST was an attempt to gather all key actors through out Europe in order to “harmonise” all national regulations and requirements in subsidy schemes as much as possible. During the preparation of the proposal I observed an incredible positive attitude from all countries reflected also by the fact that we actually managed to gather all important key actors in the proposal (all together almost 70 partners and subcontractors were involved). So the will is apparently there but we still miss the framework and the money to do the necessary work.
If nobody does anything now we are left with the well known situation we have now in Europe with very different national regulations and requirements in national/regional requirements for subsidy schemes. The Solar Keymark will most probably “grow” very slowly, but there is also a risk that it will “die”. Implementation of the common European calculation methodology for use in the national building regulations is left un-coordinated – with the risk that again different calculation methodologies are implemented. And finally the work on the revision of the European standards is left with only very modest and random national financing
.

So my suggestion is that we do not give up. I have noticed that we will have second chance in the next EIE Call 2004 which calls for proposal for “Altener Key Action VKA7 – Small scale RES applications”. In VKA 7.1 “Solar water and space heating and cooling” one of the aims is:
· "to support the development and implementation of building codes, planning codes, standards (including Solar Keymark scheme), and regulations which will encourage greater use of solar thermal heating and cooling systems"

This is indeed very much in line with the CERST proposal, so my feeling is that this proposal will have a good chance in this second round. Especially as we will then have the evaluation report and can adjust the proposal according to the comments there.
The EIE 2004 Call is not announced yet, but my guess is that it will be announced by the end of the year. If we succeed in this second round, the project could then start by the end of next year, resulting in a delay of one year.
My recommendation to ESTIF will be to wait for the evaluation report, and based on this make a decision on whether to try the EIE once more.
Jan Erik Nielsen

ESTIF Technical Consultant

30/08/2004

More info on CERST:

http://www.estif.org/solarkeymark/eie2004.php. 
� The EIE 2003 Call called for proposal to the Verticak Key Action, VKA 6.1: ”Legislation, fuels standards and norms for RES heating systems” including amongst other aims::


”provide support for the implementation and promotion of the the Solar Keymark scheme, and the updating of solar heating standards, as required, to accelerate market growth”


”support the development at local and regional levels of new policy and legislative instruments for the future promotion of an EU wide RES heating and cooling market”


� Some standardisation work is done in the NEGST project – this work is however mostly dedicated to prenormative work on new standards on new products and applications.





