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The Keymark - combination with a conformity mark is an option
In April 2005 the General Assembly of CEN decided to cancel the obligation for certification bodies to use the Keymark always together with their own conformity mark.
CEN launched its new rules for the Keymark in 2001 to enhance the implementation of the CEN/CENELEC European mark of conformity to European standards. At the time it was recognized that a new conformity mark will only gain support and confidence when that conformity mark itself is supported by familiar and well-known conformity marks.
Thus, CEN decided that the Keymark can only be granted together with the mark of conformity from certification bodies which have been 'empowered' by the CEN Certification Board (CCB).

At the same time CEN introduced another approach for the development of Keymark Scheme rules.
In the past a so called Scheme Development Group (SDG) had to be established, which was responsible for drafting the Keymark Scheme rules.

The new rules enabled also an individual certification body to operate a Keymark Scheme, provided that this certification body already operated a well-established certification scheme of its own for the designated product, and that this certification body complied to a number of other criteria i.a. appropriate accreditation.
The development of the Keymark since the introduction of these new rules in 2001 has resulted in the empowerment by CCB of 20 certification bodies in 13 countries who are allowed to operate Keymark Schemes on the basis of 150 European Standards for 30 different product groups such as thermal insulation products, portable fire extinguishers, solar collectors, etc.
Ever since the introduction of the new rules in 2001, the obligation to use the Keymark always together with the conformity mark of the empowered certification body has been a point of discussion.
For some of the new CEN National Member Bodies who became full member in 2004, this obligatory conjunction of the Keymark with existing conformity marks was not possible to comply with by lack of such marks.
In December 2004 the Board of CEN agreed to amend the rules for the Keymark, following a recommendation from CCB in October 2004, to allow empowered certification bodies to grant the use of the Keymark also without their own certification mark. This amendment has now been approved by the General Assembly of CEN.
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