Resolution 15, CEN TC 312 – Dublin, 2003 – 11 – 12/13

CEN TC 312 resolves to submit the following text to the BT in reply to the following questions raised by the BT regarding Mandate M324 “Mandate to CEN and CENELEC for the elaboration and adoption of measurement standards for household appliances: water heaters, hot water storage appliances and water heating systems”:

1. Should the BT accept the mandate? As it stands or with modifications? If so, please let us know which modifications to include.

CEN TC 312 resolves that BT should not accept the mandate unless modifications are made to the text. Solar thermal systems have a stochastic and fluctuating input energy supply. Furthermore, the currently applied test method used to evaluate the long-term performance of systems (EN 12976-2) is not feasible with such a detailed load profile as proposed by the Mandate.

2. What are the standards (or amendments) which your TC will prepare in response to this mandate?
CEN TC 312 will prepare a new calculation method within EN 12976-2 and TS 12977-2 for adapting the results of the existing standards related to thermal performance of systems to the tapping cycles proposed by the Mandate. The calculations will be performed over a 12-month period in order to account for seasonal variations of climatic data (irradiation, ambient temperature etc.). 

Moreover, the basis of energy supply used for the rating must be clarified. Does this refer to conventional fuel consumption (fossil fuels or electricity) or to total energy supply (i.e. solar thermal energy + auxiliary conventional fuel energy)?

3. Are the target dates acceptable or not? If not, which new target dates do you propose (reason why)?
The target dates are not acceptable. CEN TC 312 proposes December 2006 as a new target date. The main reason for such a long time period is that the calculation methods must be validated under a set of new specific boundary conditions in order to have comparable results with the products of other TC’s. 

4. Any other comments you consider the BT should take into consideration.
CEN TC 312 feels that the environmental benefits of solar thermal systems should be stressed within the context of the new standard.

The Committee expresses the need for funding to be made available by the EC. 
