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Solar thermal expects growth push from EU Directive

Brussels, 23/01/2008: The solar thermal sector welcomes the renewables Directive
proposal published by the European Commission, today. For the first time, renewable
heating and cooling will be fully integrated into EU legislation. ESTIF welcomes par-
ticularly the obligation for new and refurbished buildings, from which solar thermal
will benefit. Member States are called to improve the framework for solar thermal now,
without waiting for the adoption of the Directive.

firhis Directive proposal lets us start the new year with even greater confidence in the growth

of solar thermalo , stated Ger har d Rab e nkBottbkeifirstaime,anEEBTI F P
legislative proposal has the explicit purpose of supporting all renewables, including solar

heating and cooling. The race to meet the targets has already started and we can contribute

strongly and at low costs. The Member States should immediately improve their support

schemes for solar thermal, and not wait until the Directive is approvedo .

Heating and cooling is responsible for 50% o f Eur opeods e Nastrsglar thetreama n d
systems are smaller than the threshold for the Guarantees of Origin envisaged by the pro-

posal. However, integrating solar thermal into the millions of heating and cooling systems in
Europe can save large amounts of energy: By 2020, solar collectors could produce more

than 20 million tons of oil equivalent (Mtoe) per year, and much more in the longer term.

So far, solar thermal has not been supported by EU renewables legislation, which focused
only on electricity and biofuels. Thus, political support was fragmented and discontinuous,
leading to a few frontrunner regions, with most EU countries still in the starting blocks of solar
thermal adoption. The full integration of heating and cooling into the national targets and Ac-
tion Plans required by the proposed Directive is most welcome by the solar thermal sector.

The legislative proposal, which aims at ensuring that the agreed EU target of 20% renew-

ables is reached by 2020, cont ains the requirement to use fimi
renewabl e sources in al/l new or refurbiinsfied bui
vour of solar thermal by a number of Member States and regions. Moreover, the proposal

foresees certification schemes for installers of renewables systems, including solar systems.

FESTIF warmly welcomes these new measures. We support the general approach of the Di-
rective and we hope it will be rapidly adopted, though a few changes of certain details seem
to be necessary, for instance on the exceptions from the obligation in new buildings, on qual-
ity specifications and on aspects of training certification scheme. We will develop proposals
on these issuesq said Raffaele Piria, ESTIF Policy Director.

ESTIF supports the statements of our umbrella organisation EREC (European Renewable
Energy Council) concerning the scheme for trading of Guarantees of Origin.
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Further Information:

EU Directive proposal: ec.europa.eu/energy/climate actions/doc/2008 res_directive_en.pdf

E S T | SofarsThermal Action Plan for Europe at: www.estif.org/stap
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http://ec.europa.eu/energy/climate_actions/doc/2008_res_directive_en.pdf
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Press Contact:

Raffaele Piria, Policy Director

ESTIF

Renewable Energy House
Rue do6A671 on 63
B-1040 Bruxelles

Belgium

Tel. office: +32 2546 19 38
Tel. mobile: +32 486 071 582
E-mail: info@estif.org
Web: www.estif.org

ESTIF is proud to support the Sustainable Energy Europe Campaign: www.sustenergy.org
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